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of May, and reopen on September 1st.1 The teachers, however,
only get two months of this as holiday. The rest of the time has
to be spent in conferences, discussion, and the preparation of
syllabuses and the necessary apparatus. In the winter and spring
the schools have two weeks' holiday. During this holiday, too,
the teachers must be prepared to spend time in conference,
discussion, and preparation. The school day lasts from four and
a half to six hours. In the rural schools, where the week is longer,
the day is shorter.
Promotion is not a burning question in the U.S.S..R. There is
such a shortage of people for higher posts and headships that
the competition is for teachers and not for posts. Any good
teacher is quickly discovered and given promotion. Political
and social activity is always taken into consideration. Other
things being equal, the candidate who can show a good record
of these activities is given preference. So far the need to work
out a system of promotion has not arisen. Let me emphasise
again that there is complete equality between the sexes, so that
sex plays no part in deciding appointments.
1 See Appendix II.